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 In recognition of the club being 
approved for Tracking events by 
AKC, we offer this a two-part 
tracking article covering the basics 
of this unique sport in the canine 
performance world.  In tracking, you 
are not teaching your dog sniff, but 
when to sniff. You are not teaching 
your dog follow scent, but to follow 
where you desire him to go.  As with 
any training, one method does not fit 
all, there are a variety of methods to 
teach tracking. If your dog has a nose, 
he can learn to track. 
 Dogs LOVE to smell! They are 
up to 10,000 times better at it than 
us. Dogs can smell hundreds of 
scents at a time: critters, a sack lunch 
someone carried past or any number of 
possibilities. Most dogs will naturally 
follow a scent as long as the scent 
remains interesting. Once he is no 
longer curious about it, he will give-up 
the track for more intriguing smells.
 In the sport of tracking we teach 
two parts: 1) Teaching the dog to 
follow the desired scent on a track 
and 2) teaching the dog the endurance 
to follow the track to the end. In 
the majority of cases, a prize of a 
scented glove at the end of the 
track. 
 AKC tracking has three 
tests: the Tracking Dog (TD), 
Tracking Dog Excellent 
(TDX), and the Variable 
Surface Tracking (VST). 
After a dog has qualified in 
each test, the title of Champion 
Tracker (CT) is awarded with 
the initials CT preceding the dog’s 
name in the official AKC records. 
 As a team, you and your dog need 

proper equipment.  For your dog: a 
40-foot leash and a non-restrictive 
harness.  For you: reward treats, water 
and some type of hands-free way of 
carrying your Articles. You’ll need 
your hands free for working the leash.
 Once your tracking training is 
complete, the first hurdle towards your 
CT title is the Certification Test. This 
test is identical to that of a TD test. 
 Passing the certification test gives 
you four certificates that allow you 
to enter four TD tests. After passing 
a TD test, you can enter TDX and 
VST tests. If it has been more than 
a year since your last Certification 
Test or your dog fails four TD tests, 
you’ll have to start over with a new 
Certification Test.
 At the TD test, a track will be 30 
minutes – 2 hours.  It will be between 
440-600 yards in length and have 
between 3-5 turns, including one 90 
degree right and one 90 degree left. 

By Paula Herwig

Continued to next page...

TINK

LVDICE Member Meetings
Feb 12@ 7pm
Mar 12 @ 7pm
Apr 9 @ 7pm
See www.lvdice.org for location.

AKC Agility Trial
Gamblers
Feb 8-10, 2013 Now Closed
Veterans Memorial Park
Boulder City, NV
Judges: Dan and Lisa Selthofer
Zee Marie -Trial Secretary
(702) 795-7300
secretary@mydogevents.com

AKC Tracking Dog Test
Gamblers
Feb 17, 2013 Now Closed
Overton Wildlife Management Area
Overton, NV
Judges: Curt Curtis, Wendy McCleery
Steve Herwig -Trial Secretary
(702) 997-5689 
pawzkeeper@embarqmail.com

NADAC Agility Trial
LVDICE
Mar 8-10, 2013 Closes: Feb 20
Veterans Memorial Park
Boulder City, NV
Judge: Roger Coor 
Zee Marie -Trial Secretary
(702) 795-7300
secretary@mydogevents.com

AKC Agility Trial
Gamblers Agility Club
Mar 22-24, 2013 Closes: Mar 6
Veterans Memorial Park
Boulder City, NV
Zee Marie-Trial Secretary
(702) 795-7300
secretary@mydogevents.com

AKC Agility Trial
Schipperke Club of America
Apr 5-7, 2013 Closes: Mar 13
Veterans Memorial Park
Boulder City, NV
Sheryl Harames -Trial Secretary
(801) 985-5263 
3Cjumpinterriers@gmail.com
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The track must also include one type 
of vegetative surface such as a grassy 
field, dusty desert, or lawn.  It will be 
void of obstacles such as roads, hills, 
or wooded areas.
 The tracklayer will walk to 
the start, marked with a flag, and 
place the scent article down next 
to the flag and walk away on a pre-
planned track.  After 30 yards on 
the pre-planned track, there will be 
a second flag. After the second flag, 
the tracklayer will continue on an 
unplanned route. This part is known 
as the blind track. The team will not 
know where the tracklayer has gone 
from here.
 The first part of the track is a 
minimum of 60 yards in length, 
sometime after; the dog will encounter 
a turn.  The remaining legs can be 
no shorter than 50 yards.  If the dog 
follows the track to its completion, he 
will find a scented glove, the big prize 
for the tracking dog. 
 A unique aspect of tracking is that 
two judges must work simultaneously. 
For a dog to pass or fail, both judges 
must agree on the dog’s performance. 
There are no placements in tracking 
and the teams at a test are not in 
competition with each other.
 In the next issue, this article 
continues with: It Gets Harder, 
where you’ll learn about tracking on 
challenging surfaces like cement 
and asphalt.

Smell That? Continued to front page...

Briard
Vigorous and alert, this powerful and 
agile breed is a native of France. A 
working animal, the breed’s most 
common job has been herding, but 
their acute sense of hearing also 
makes them an excellent watchdog. 

The Briard is happiest leading a 
busy, active life. This breed is an 
independent thinker, so patience is 
necessary when training. Like many 
sheepdogs, this breed may be wary 
of strangers. However, the Briard is 
very sensitive to his family’s feelings 
and makes an excellent pet if time 
and effort is put in to raising him.

Males are 23 - 27 inches at withers. 
Females are 22- 25.5 inches at 
withers. The Briard’s long, luxurious 
coat can be any solid color except 
white; they are usually black, gray 
or tawny. The coat needs brushing 
every day to prevent mats.

Club Members with Briards
Thomas Frei - Ozzy
Stephen Frei - Armas
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FLAGS
In practice these can be small 
flags like the ones landscapers 
use.  At a competition, 
these are tall stakes with 
colored markings such as 
surveyor tape or bandanas to 
differentiate them.  Eight stakes 
are needed on every track. 

ARTICLES
Items of cloth approximately 5 
in. x 3 in. and a leather glove. 

Scent Article 
This is the start article that 
was kept by the tracklayer 
overnight so it immersed in 
that person’s scent.

Working the Track 
The time between the 
tracklayer putting down the first 
article and the time the dog 
goes to the start line. 

Leg 
The distance, in yards, 
between the start flag and the 
first turn and then between 
turns are also called legs of 
the track. 
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Keep up with the Club!
www.facebook.com/LVDICE
www.lvdice.org

SOFIA

ZO

ROMEO

GRACIE
Pat Shaw with Cooper off to a good start.

Have you seen the new LVDICE 
Leashes? There is only one way 
to get your paws on these cool 
slip leads, you gotta earn ‘em.

Nominate fellow members for 
displays of good sportsmanship, 
participation at club activities, 
excellence in competition or 
for any reason you feel that 
a member should receive 
special recognition. Submit your 
nomination, with supporting 
reasons, to any Board Member. 
The Board will choose a 
deserving member each meeting 
to reward with a leash. 

RECENT AWARDEES
OCTOBER Norah Strebel for 
Volunteering above and beyond 
the call of duty!
NOVEMBER Pat Shaw for 
Participation at events!
DECEMBER Annie Davis for 
bringing us videos!

MACH & PACH Earned
CH MACH Poquito Carrizozo De Sisi 
Sol CD, RAE, MX, MXB, MXJ, MJS, 
XF, T2B 
Susan Barrow 
Susan Barrow and Zo earned their 
MACH in style at the South Coast Viszla 
Club AKC Agility Trial on December 
16th, making him a Dual Champion. This 
awesome red boy is truly the “Great and 
Powerful ZO”. Congratulations on your 
wonderful accomplishment!

PACH Hopecreek Maggioranza Fisica 
Sofia CD BN RE MXP3 MXPB MJPB 
PAX NFP
Timmari Putti
Timmari Putti and Sofia had a beautiful 
showing at the 2012 AKC Agility 
Invitational in Orlando, Florida. Sofia 
ran all four rounds clean, finishing in the 
top 25 out of over 120 dogs in her height 
class. This is their second visit to the 
Invitational and we are certain we will 
cheer them on again next year.

MACH Foxlore Ringside Romeo MXB 
MJB OF
Kathy Vanderlinden
Kathy Vanderlinden and Romeo 
celebrated a victory of MACH proportion 
in front of their home crowd, at the 
December AKC agility trial in Boulder 
City. Ro has been “Mr Consistent”, and 
they are quite a team. They even gave 
us a show after their MACH run, when 
Dr. V ran in the ring and “dipped” his 
lovely wife (and a protesting Romeo), 
in celebration of their achievement. 
Congratulations!!

PACH2 Isis Vom Stefanhaus CDX 
RAE MXP8 MXPG MJP7 MJPS 
PAX2 XFP T2BP
Frances Mistler
After just missing their title by 0.44 
seconds in October, Frances Mistler and 
Gracie nailed it down at the Samoyed 
Club of Los Angeles trial in Walnut CA 
on November 3. The new year brought 
another happy dance when the 2012 AKC 
TopDog Agility Stats were released in 
January and Frances learned that Gracie 
Mae is ranked #1 PACH Rottweiler 
and #9 in the PACH Working Group 
for the 2012 trial year. Affectionately 

Members can submit their
Title Brags with photo to:
latestscoop.lvdice@gmail.com

called “Steady Eddie” (or should that be 
Edwina?) by many club members, Gracie 
is still chugging along as she approaches 
her 8th birthday.
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New LVDICE

Welcome New 
Members!
We are so glad you joined our 
club. May you have many clean 
runs and lots of fun with your 
dogs.

Susan Butche
Sandy Gardner
Lori Lewis (pending vote)

 This summer my husband Dan 
and I had the privilege of attending 
the “No More Homeless Pets” 
conference at the Rio Hotel in 
Las Vegas.  The conference was 
sponsored by Best Friends Animal 
Sanctuary in Kanab, UT (www.
bestfriends.org). As we browsed the 
conference center, it occurred to me 
how wonderful it was to see people 
from all walks of life spending their 
time there to support the animal 
welfare cause. 
 No matter what brings one to the 
realization that animals are innocent 
creatures that have no voice of their 
own, giving them a voice through 
caring souls who find them essential 
partners in life can make all the 
difference in the world.  
 Animals are magical creatures that 
can enlist many emotions from the 
humans who interact with them.  The 
comical nature of dogs was the initial 
emotional response I had when visiting 
with author/photographer Seth Casteel.  
Seth is the author/photographer 
of Underwater Dogs distributed 
by Hachette Book Group (www.
hachettebookgroup.com) and published 
by Little, Brown and Company.  
 One is instantly drawn to the 
comical black lab swimming “face 
in” on the cover.  The book overflows 
(pun intended!) with humor as the 
eyes, tails, ears, and webbed feet 
greet you on each page.  I asked Seth 
why he chose to take pictures of dogs 

By Julie Stayton, Co-owner of Nature’s Pet Market Las Vegas

Good Will to Man…and animals!

and he had a great story.  Seth said he 
was broke, on his last $3000, and had 
to make a decision. 
 His friends were recommending 
that he take wedding pictures for a 
living.  It would be lucrative and easy.  
Seth’s first love was dogs…he went 
against conventional wisdom and 
spent that money on an underwater 
camera and started his journey that 
would eventually lead to his book 
being recommended by Oprah as a 
great holiday gift for 2012!   Hachette 
Book Group gives the following 
synopsis of  Underwater Dogs:
 The exuberant, exhilarating photographs 
of dogs underwater that have become a 
sensation. From the water’s surface, it’s 
a simple exercise: a dog’s leap, a splash, 
and then a wet head surfacing with a ball, 
triumphant. But beneath the water is a chaotic 
ballet of bared teeth and bubbles, paddling 
paws, fur and ears billowing in the currents. 
 In more than eighty portraits by award-
winning pet photographer and animal rights 
activist Seth Casteel capture new sides of 
our old friends with vibrant underwater 
photography that makes it impossible to look 
away. In Underwater Dogs, Seth Casteel 
gives playful and energetic testament to the 
rough-and-tumble joy that our dogs bring into 
our lives. 
                                                                   
“Underwater Dogs” is available for 
purchase at our store, Nature’s Pet 
Market Las Vegas. Stop by and love 
the book as we do. 

Lake Mead Blvd & Tenaya by Whole Foods
Mon - Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

702.233.5800
NaturesPetMarket.com/LasVegas
facebook.com/naturespetlasvegas

Featuring Desert Dogz Groom Services • DesertDogzLLC@gmail.com

Avo Derm, Blue Buffalo, Canidae, Canine Caviar, Earthborn Holistic, Evanger’s, Felidae,  
Merrick Canned, Natural Balance, Natural Planet Organics, Pinnacle, Pure Vita, Rad Cat Raw,  

Solid Gold, Taste of the Wild, Tiki Cat, Veterinarian Formula Complete, Wellness Canned Cat Food  
and much more.

We welcome LVDICE MEMBERS! Mention this ad to receive a special discount!


